
Tri Lakes Edition: Arkansas Democrat Gazette 

Hot Springs artist shows work in Delta des Refusés 
Carol Rolf/Contributing WriterPublished October 4, 2015 at 12:00 a.m. 

0Comments AAFont Sizeshare 

Carol Rolf/Contributing Photographer 

Hot Springs artist Tansill Stough is among approximately 40 artists with work in Delta des Refusés at the Argenta Branch of the William F. 

Laman Library System in North Little Rock. Stough’s entry, an oil-on-canvas painting, is titled Fall in the Ozarks. 

NORTH LITTLE ROCK — Hot Springs artist Tansill Stough has shown her work throughout the state, but she has 

never been selected to exhibit in the Delta Exhibition, which is held annually at the Arkansas Arts Center in Little 

Rock. 

When she heard about another opportunity to show a piece of her work that was rejected by the Delta Exhibition, she 

jumped at it. 
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“I am thrilled to be here,” Stough said during the Sept. 18 opening reception of Delta des Refusés at the Argenta 

Branch of the William F. Laman Library System in North Little Rock. 

“When I first heard about this show, I thought how clever and fun to have a show for the paintings that didn’t make it 

into the Delta show at the Arkansas Arts Center. Rejection is never easy, but it’s just part of being an artist and 

entering shows,” she said. 

“All of us in this show are winners. We were given the opportunity to not only enter one show, but a second, knowing 

our work would be shown,” Stough said. “The mental and physical process of going through that is invaluable in itself 

for an artist. 

“I believe, for me, the most interesting part of this will be seeing all the work and comparing that of both shows. We 

must all remember that art is a very personal process as it reflects our inner self. The same is true for the viewer and 

their reaction to the piece. The beauty is that it connects us all — without words.” 

Rachel Trusty of Russellville organized Delta des Refusés and serves as its curator. The show features pieces by 

approximately 40 artists whose works were not accepted by the 57th annual Delta Exhibition. 

Trusty, who has entered the Delta Exhibition four times and been rejected four times, said Delta des Refusés is 

created in the spirit of the original Salon des Refusés (Exhibition of Rejects) held in Paris in 1863. Among the rejected 

artists of the Paris Salon were Manet, Courbet, Pissarro and Cezanne, all artists whose works are now revered today. 

Trusty said 882 works of art were submitted to the Delta Exhibition, and only 72 were selected. 

“The Delta des Refusés strives to offer an alternative view of regional art and, like the Salon des Refusés, hopes to 

give legitimacy to artists who were not accepted into the Delta Exhibition,” Trusty said. “I plan on organizing the show 

annually from this year forward and will continue to accept all entries that were rejected. This year, we had around 40 

participants. My goal is 100 next year.” 

Stough grew up in Hot Springs and lived in Little Rock, then moved back to her hometown two years ago. 

“Art has always influenced my life. A few years ago, I was going through some personal issues, and I just decided I 

needed to paint. That’s all I do now,” Stough said. “I’m a full-time artist and love it. I feel so fulfilled. 

“I have developed a unique style and have managed to balance diverse subject matter from abstract to portraiture 

and landscape,” Stough said, noting that she works mainly in oils. 

Stough studied art at Southern Methodist University in Dallas and received a Bachelor of Arts degree in studio art 

from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock. 

“My summers were spent taking art workshops at the art school Instituto de Allende in San Miguel, Mexico,” she said. 

For the past three years, Stough has participated in the annual Delta Visual Arts Show in Newport. 

Her work can be found in many private and corporate collections throughout the world, including the Rockefeller 

Foundation and the Morris Foundation. She said her JFK series, Fading Memories in Honor of JFK, is being reviewed 

for permanent acquisition at the Sixth Floor Museum in Dallas, Texas. She will have a showing of that work Nov. 5 

through Dec. 3 at Two25 Gallery in Bentonville. 



Stough’s entry in Delta des Refusés is an oil-on-canvas painting she calls Fall in the Ozarks. 

Delta des Refusés will remain on display through Oct. 19. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday. There is no admission charge. 

The Argenta Branch of the William F. Laman Library System is at 429 Main St. in North Little Rock. 

 


